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Intelligence and Miscellaneous Articles. 79 

bola was laid before the society by the Rev. Mr. Helens 
but it was of a nature not to be read. 

A curious account of a child born in Wales without eyes, 
or rather without eye-balls, was communicated by Mr. 
Jones: a small round white ball is found in the place of 
the eye, and the tunica conjunetiva was perfect. The mo- 
ther attributes this organic defect to a fright which she re- 
ceived when seven months gone with child. 

,A letter from Dr. Wollaston to Dr. Marcet was read, in 
which Dr. W .  related his experiments formerly made with 
a view to ascertain the existence of sugar in the serum of 
the blood of diabetic patients. The result of a consider- 
able number of experiments, as well as the imperfect at- 
tempts of Mr. Cruickshank and Dr. Rollo, convinced him 
of the non-existence of  sugar in such serum. Dr. Mar- 
cet, at the instance of Dr. Wollastbn, also made some 
experiments with the same view, and adminislered five 
grains of prussiat of potash (without danger) to a patient 
whose urine yielded a blue colour o n  the addition of iron. 

On the 17th and 24th, a long paper by Mr. Maeartney 
was read on the nature of vital heat. Mr. M. related the 
appearances exhibited in a great number of experiments ,on 
eggs and rabbits, made with a view to ascertain the origin 
and progress of animal heat in the young chick, &e. and 
from them concluded, that vital heat does not depend on 
respiration, and that it may exist in any form of matter. 
This conclusion, however, he expressed with extreme diffi- 
dence; and, as if either afraid of its validity or of the ac- 
curacy of his own experiments, partly wished to decline 
gtvmg any opinion on a subject which he still deemed 
very complex and imperfectly understood. 
r T : - -  - .  ,, : , . , . .  

XVI. Intelligence and Miscellaneous ~4rticles. 

To Mr. TiUoch. 

SIR, MR. CUTHBJERTSON'S communication in your 
Magazine of October last, on the mode of increasing the 
charge of electrical jars and batteries, brought to my recol- 
lection a scheme entertained some years ago by ,the late 
Mr. Brooke of Norwich, (inventor of the electrometer men- 
tioned in Mr. Cuthbertson's Practical Electricity, page ~ 73,) 
for. p reventin g the burstin g of j'ars by. p.s ontaneous or other 
discharges :--whether it succeeded or faded, I know not. 
I t  was by previously coating the jars with writing-paper- 
pasted on within and without, so as to form art interme- 
aliate surface between the glass and the tin-foil on each side. 
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80 Lectures° 

The same electrician once showed me at his house iIx 
Norwich some jars of very large dimensions, partially 
coated on each side with tin-foil in perpendicular stripes of 
about three quarters of an inch in breadth, and the like 
distance asunder, connected above by a band of foil passing 
rotund the glass, and at the bottom by radii from the up- 
right stripes meeting in the centre. He. at the same time 
assured me that he fbund this mode of coating to produce as 
h~h  a charge, as if the tin-foil was laid on in the usual way, 

If  you think this information worthy of insertion in your 
valuable publication, it is much at your service. 

I am, sir~ your obedient servant, 
Wells, Norfolk, Jan. 14th, 181!. JOHN H I L L ,  
Mr. George Singer has recently discovered a new sy- 

stem of arrangement for the insulators employed in electri- 
cal apparatus, by which their insulation is preserved, with- 
out the necessity of wiping, through all the vicissitudes of 
atmospherical change. 

An electrometer has been constructed on this principle, 
which has maintained its insulating power undiminished 
during the last three months, although exposed for that 
time (in a large room without a fire) to the vapour, &e. 
from various chemical processes. The security is indeed so 
great, that when the glass cylinder of the electroscope is 
even rendered opaque by a coating of precipitated vapour, 
the divergence is not perceptibly lessened, 

A detailed account of this method of insulation, and an 
enumeration of the instruments to which itwill apply, will 
be shortly submitted to the public. 

LECTURES. 
The following Spring Course of Lectures will commence 

the beginning of February. 
At  St. Thomas's Hospital. 

Anatomy and the Operations of Surgery by Mr. Cline, 
and Mr. Astley Cooper. 

Principles and Practice of Surgery, by Mr,Astley Cooper. 
At  C~y" s Hospital. 

Practice of Medicine, by Dr. Babington and Dr. Curry. 
--Chemistry, by Dr. Babington, Dr. Mareet, and Mr. AI- 
Ien.--Experimental Philosophy, by Mr. Allen.--Theory of 
Medicine, and Materia Mediea, by Dr. Curry and Dr. 
Chohneley.--Midwifery, and Diseases of Women and 
Children, by Dr. Haighton.--Physiology, or Laws of the 
Animal (Economy, by Dr. Haighton.~Strueture and 
Diseases of the Teeth~ by Mr. Fox. 

Our Meteorologlcal Table for J'auuary is unavoidably postponed till nex~ 
~A[onth, 
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